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PREFACE

During November 20-21, 2009, Idara-e-Uloom
"al-Qur'an had arranged a seminar in Aligarh on the
subject of "Family System and the Qur'anic Teachings."
In its inaugural session, I was invited to present the
key-note address. On that occasion, the address which
was delivered with the help of necessary notes was later
on developed into a booklet by my colleague Dr.
Muhammad Razi-ul-Islam Nadvi, Secretary Tasneefi
Academy, New Delhi, who also set out subsidiary
headings, for which T am deeply thankful to him. I went
through this manuscript and after some additions and
deletions gave it the final shape of an article. This article
was first published in the Jan.-Mar. 2010 issue of the
quarterly Tahqueegat-e-Islami, Aligarh.

Now, the same article, with further corrections and
refinement, is being presented in the form of a booklet. In
this booklet, only a gist of the Qur'anic teachings about
family system has been given. It is hoped that it would be
of some help to those who seek to know about an Islamic
family. This booklet has been translated into Hindi &
English. One of the zones of Jaméat\pgblished this booklet
in a big way in one of their "Islamic Family" Campaign.
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Many other books of this humble writer on the
Islamic teachings about an ideal family have already been
published; those who would like to have more
information and details on the subject of an Islamic
family may go through those books.

I pray to Almighty Allah to grant His acceptance to
this humble effort. Ameen!

Jalaluddin Umari
November 1, 2012



FAMILY SYSTEM IN
THE HOLY QUR'AN

Family: The Primary Unit of Social Life

We all very well know that man likes social life. It is
in his nature that he likes to live in a society. Moreover,
his necessities also demand that he live with others
conjointly. Almighty Allah has created man in such a
fashion that by living alone he cannot make available all
his needs and necessities; efforts of many individuals are -
required to supply all his needs. Family is the primary
and fundamental unit of this collective life. Collective life
starts from this point and many families conjointly form a
society. _

Sociologists tell us that there have been and there are
many kinds of families. Small, medium, and large
families have existed in every age. Small families ¢onsist
of husband, wife and children; sometimes in such
families parents and close relatives too live together.
Some are combined familes which comprise of many
individual families; they are sometimes maﬁaged
individually and sometimes conjointly.

Islam Stabilizes the Family System

Islam has retained the basic unit of family and has
 removed all those evils which had penetrated it due to
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exclusion of divine guidance and ingression of carnal
desires, tyranny and oppreéssion. All these evils have been
described.in the Holy Qur'an in great detail, and also
necessary instructions have been provided to get rid of
them. The Holy Qur'an has not only eradicated the flaws
and evils found in' a family, but also has presented a clear |
model of a family and has very clearly indicated how a
family should be and how problems and disputes arising
in a family should be solved. Thus, the natural demands
of a family are not only met, but the requirements of
justice and equity are also accomplished. The Holy
Qur'an declares that a healthy family is mdlspensable for
the establishment of a virtuous and chaste society.
Whatever may be the circumstances and whichever may
be the era, it wants to keep it as a permanent unit of the
society, for which it has taken the-assistance of both
ethlcal values and the law, and strengthens this unit by
various methods.

A Moderate Way between Monasticism and '
Permissiveness-

. Sexual relationship between a man and a’ woman is .
the starting point for the formation of a family. There are
two viewpoints with regard to this relationship. One is
the viewpoint of monasticism which says that sexual
relationship is an 1mped1ment in the spiritual
advancement and whoever wishes to advance in spiritual
world should desist from it. The other viewpoirit is’ that
of permissiveness or promiscuity or fulfillment of carnal
desires without any hindrance or obstruction.
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" Monasticism, perhaps is slowly dymg out. But the doors
- to camal and sexual vagrancy are still wide open.

Between these two extreme v1ewp01nts Islam has -~ "

presented a moderate way. It says that satisfaction of
sexual desire is a natural urge, but it can be allowed to be

~accomplished on certain conditions only. The first -

. condjtion is contract of marriage through which alone
sexual urge can be satisfied. Marriage is not only
perrr11531b1e but is an act drawing rewards from Allah.

. Once, the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said that~, s

there is reward in every act of rlghteousness In th1s o
respect he further said: u;-‘:ﬂcﬁdéj "There is
reward too if any of you indulges in sexual act.”" The
Companions of the Prophet enqurred "O Prophet of
Allah, a person just satisfies ‘his desu'e will he be
rewarded for 1t too?" The Prophet, (peaee be upon hl_n_l)‘
said: : : L “

13 &&?))medsiﬂj"é%‘“’}ﬂﬁb?: |

. _thdjugd)wlél.w}

(_s,/JU‘z,yJ’d‘dbﬂmuuup_.traﬂiuu’ G £)

"What do you think; if he were to satisfy his desire
. unlawfully, would not he have incurred a sin?

Stmzlarly, if he is sansfymg hzs desire lawfully, he is

ehgtble for rewar

Attemptmg to completely annihilate, sexual desire :
a.nd urge is against human nature, and no one will ever be
successful in this attempt. Islam has strictly forbidden .
. such attempts: Some . of -the Companions of. the Prophet “
were inclined to adopt monasticism. The Prophet of

T
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Allah (peace be upon h1m) told. them that there is: no
- place for it in Islam, It is narrated i 1n one’ of the tradltrons

of the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon h1m)
fm'ﬁll ‘59 :ul-b J’g

”There IS no monastzczsm in Islam

Although this tradrtlon is. weak as far as its’ authortty‘.l_ .

is concerned but what has been averred 1n it is supported o

by other stronger and truer tradltlons A few of the“

Compamons thought of gettmg castrated so . that - sexual_:. v

urge’ could be completely destroyed When the Prophet’-
(peace be- upon hrm) came to know about 1t he said:- '

(JJJ(;L,L w:_,u’d,unf) ik 'y YN

"I have not been ordamed to adopt monastzczsm o

Purpose of Marrlage T e e e i
Leadmg a modest and- chaste hfe and des1st1ng from'_:zf--:

adultery and fornlcatlon is the purpose of marr1age in )
- Islam. The Prophet of Allah has sa1d -

C_jJ..bOf-Ulri.a&U:..aldnuLmJlfmbl 'f c

- r}'.;um._,t wa.wﬁ”(f‘f‘"’u wc‘f"’(uttfcbﬁ'ruu(dxvc{)

_g e f,r ;;uw’w:

"O young people’ Whoever has the means to marry,

Vj‘t&_:Shouldnmrry woho

L Based on the above tradltlon Islamlc ]HrlStS have _
gone a step further and have oplned that 1f a person is at: _

the verge: of. gorng on Hajj and at the' same time also fears_'.,: -
that 1f ‘he”does not 'marry he. mlght commit-adultery - -

' should ﬁrst and perform HaJ] later because Hajj can be o

2 ;'
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delayed but delaying marriage might lead to adultery and
fornication. In the aforesaid tradition, it is further stated:

.9Q-JUMB‘?}AQ%M¢EHPJ&AJ
"And any who cannot afford to marry should fast; this
would be an obstruction.”

It means that by observing fast, the sexual desire and
urge can be brought under control. It is evident that if
man eats well and leads a luxurious life, his passion and
sexual desires and urges would also be very active. To
control these desires, it has been recommended to fast
abundantly; if consumption of food is controlled, it is
easier to control the sexual desires and urges too. One of
the ways of abstaining from adultery and fornication is to
avoid leading a luxurious life.

In the Holy Qur'an after describing the types of
women with whom marriage has been forbidden, it is
stated:

W hsed (sl 13885 O (S A U S s
(rezl ) J.;g.\;g.g,:.:
"Except for these. all others are lawful, provided you
seek (them in marriage) with gifis from your property -
desireing chastity, not lust. (The Qur'an, 4.'2r4)

It means that marriage cannot be contracted with
torbidden women; apart from them, the other women can
be brought under marriage after payment of the dower
(Mehr). But, its objective should be to lead a virtuous and
chaste life and desist from fornication.

In the atoresaid verse, an Arabic word Mohsineen has
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been usgd.‘ Its root word is Hasan, and in Arabic it means
a "fort." Mohsineen means those who have fortified
, themselves by entering the fort of marriage and thus have
~become safe from the attacks of adultery and fornication.
In. other words, whoever enters the fort gets protected:
‘Slrmlarly, another Word Musaf heen has been used. Its
root word is Safah which means. "to whore," "to
fornicate". Musafiheen means those who madly run after
their carnal desires. Wh11e ordalmng marriage, its
expendiency has also been mentmned that it will protect
your chastity, and you will be saved from the evil
consequences.of adultery and‘fornication.

Couples are Source of 'I‘r'anqﬁility to Each Other

The Holy Qur'an declares the relationship of
marriage as relationship of love and affection. This love
and affection is mutual. Through this relationship the
-sourness and restlessness in life is eradicated and
contentment and tranquility is achieved. Usually, a
person marries another unknown person, but very soon
after the marriage love and affection start to grow
between them. The Holy Qur'an declares thlS as a sign of
Nature:

MR O Lt (I It S 3 2 f 330 . w S g1t 2o
Mg 1;’(..&?1) B o ,.ﬁgbw Tl e 3

(ries ®63 5 Py t;y.qﬂ ol ¥e ui Ve §§;§
"And among His Sig_ns in this, that He created for you
mates from among yoursélves, that you may dwell in
tranquility with them. And He has put love and mercy
between your (hearts); verily in that are Signs for -
those who reflect.” : (The Qur'an, 30:21 )
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In this ‘Verse obtaining tranquility between husband
and wife has been described as the objective of marriage,
and it has also been stated that through this institution of
marriage, Almighty Allah creates love and mercy
between the couple. There is an indication in this that the
love and mercy should be mutual; if it were to be
one-sided then it would not be enduring. As far as
tranquility is concerned, it cannot be denied that in the
day-to-day struggle of life, in the anxieties and
restlessness man finds tranquility only at home through
his wife; so also for the wife, her husband is the cause
and source of tranquility. Today man is in quest of
tranquility, and in spite of all his material progreés and
scientific achievements, he is deprived of it. The Holy
Qur'an says that if you wish to have tranquility in life, lead
a married life as prescribed by it. According to the Qur'an
there are great Signs for those who reflect in how two
strangers become cause and source of tranquility to each
other. The Holy Qur'an describes the type of relationship
that a couple should have between them as follows:

QYZF-D) 6 P 5T 580 A
"They (the women) are your garments and you are
their garments. (The Qur'an, 2:187)

Many different new aspects of this Verse come to the
fore when we deliberate on it again and agéin, and we 'get
astonished that what a wonderful and meaningful
example the Holy Qur"gm has used to interpret this
relationship. No other thing is nearest to man's body as
his garment. The Holy Qur'an states, you are the
garments of your wives and a they-are your garments.
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One cannot give a better example than this for the close
relationship that exists between husband and wife.
Another benefit of the garment is that it covers all our
. bodily defects. If there were to be any abscess or tumor
or any other defect on that part of the body which usually
a garment covers, that defect would remain covered. The
Holy Qur'an says that the nature of your relationship is
that you are the garment of your wife and your wife is
your garment; both of you are a cover for one another.

In Islam, the Head of Family is Man

No doubt Islam has made both man and woman
partners'in the building up of a family, but has declared
man as the head of the family. Even a smallest
organization cannot be run without a responsible person.
If every person connected with the organization were to
issue instructions and orders, it would be impossible to
implement them. Therefore, the Holy Qur'an has ordained
that husband and wife would build up the family
conjointly, but its head would be the husband.’

87 Gy 5 L% O 28 2 095 G T 6 iSOt
PPl Ao

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,

because Allah has given the one more (strength) than

the other, and because they support them Jrom their

means. (The Qur'an, 4:34)

Two reasons have been given in the above Verse for
making men responsible to maintain the family system.
One is that Almighty Allah has gifted men with more
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bodily and intellectual strength, and more capabilities in
other aspects than the women. The second reason. is that
men support women financially from their means and
earnings; and the reason for this is also that man has
more strength and capabilities. If a person is strong and -
capable and the other is weak and less capable, it is
essential for the stronger person to support the weaker
person. The Holy ‘Qllr'an"says that since a woman is
weaker than a man, it is the responsibility of the man to
spend his wealth on her upkeep and take care of her
needs. This is a general principle. There could be many
exceptions; it might be possible a woman could be
stronger, more capable and richer than a man. But still,
generally speaking, man would be the head of the family.
In this respect, in principle, strength, capabilities and
responsibilities have been considered which are generally
found in men. Hence, it has been declared that in the
family system men would be regarded as the protectors
and maintainers of women. The family system can
function smoothly only when a woman accepts this status
and willingly obeys him. Hence, the Holy Qur'an
declares:

GED AT P LI FTRCR S JCRNUAE
"Therefore the righteous women are devauﬂy obedient,

and guard in (the husband's) absence what Allah
would have them g_uaréi. " {The Qur'an, 4:34)

s

In Arabic Qunut (< s8)means obedience, humility and
devoutness, and from it the word Qanitatun (E%3) has
been derived and used in the aforesaid Verse which
means those women who are obedient not only to their
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husbands, but also obedient to Allah's ordinances.
Another interpr etation of the phrase alll & Ly is that
since Allah has safeguarded the rights of women and has
not given men complete dominance over them, it is
necessary that they be obedient and need not be anxious
that by obeying their husbands their rights would get
trampled.

Provisions for Safeguarding Women from Cruelty
and Injustice

With authority, there is always a possibility of
oppression, excesses and injustice. Along with the
authority given to men, two major steps have been taken
to exclude the possibility of commitment of cruelty,
oppression and excesses by them. One is that men have
been taught to treat women with kindness and in an
equitable manner. In this respect the Holy Qur'an directs
as follows:

da3g 8 Lga’-ii Jﬁulwﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬁ;’/ut EHEA RS 33053

(19:,L31) @IS a8 &l
"And live with them on a footing of kindness and
equity. If you iake a dislike to them it may be that you
may dislike a thing, and Allah brings about through\ft

a great deal of good.” (The Qur'an, 4:19)

The meaning of Ma'roof (equity) here in this Verse is
that women should be treated in a manner which is
acknowledged in the society as the best. Ma'roof changes
according to the time and circumstances and also
according to the life style of husband and wife. It also
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changes according to the environment and the country in
which man is inhabited. In short, women should be
treated in such a manner which is generally considered
and acknowledged as the best treatment. Another thing
which has been stressed upon in this Verse is that in
women you might dislike a few things, but still you
should continue to treat them well. Thus, in such
circumstances there cannot be any nobler teaching than
this. A few of the characteristics of a wife could be
irritating to the husband; sometimes her behavior could
be wrong; sometimes there could be testiness in her
temperament; sometimes she could be angry and abusive;
and sometimes she could be disobedient - in spite of all
such weaknesses, the Qur'an says, that the husband
“should treat his wife with kindness and according to
Ma'roof. The eminent scholars of the Holy Qur'an further
clarify that in that part of the Verse which says "and
Allah brz'ngs‘about through it a great deal of good,"
there is a sign that Allah can gift the husband such an
offspring through his wife which would gladden his heart
and who could be more knowledgeable, pious and
righteous, and at that time the husband would forget all
the irritating weaknesses of his wife. Along with the
teaching of kindness and equity with which the women
should be treated, their rights have also been fixed. The
Holy Qur'an says:

(reass 3 G5l ERE &35 08 &5
"And women shall have rights similar to the rights

against them, according to what is equitable.”
(The Qur'an, 2:228)
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It means that the women have Ng?lts as well as
responsibilities. The husbands have the rlght to observe
whether their wives are fulfiling their responsibilities. At
the same time it is the responsibility of the husbands to
see that the rights of their wives are being safeguarded.
{In the Holy Qur'an both the responsibilities and rights of
women have been described. In the married life when it
is observed whether the wife is fulfilling her respon-
* sibilities'or not, it is also taken care of that her rights are
_ safeguarded and discharged properly. - _

V' \ _ "

Permission to have More Than One Wife

\ Islam has permitted men to have more than one wife.
It was customary in Arabia to have more than one wife
and men used to have many wives. In some other
religions also there were no such restrictions in the
countries outside Arabia too, rich men used to have many
wives; but there was no limit to- w\ On the other hand,
Islam has fixed the limit and has deplared that a man can
have not more than four wives. At the outset, this
permission was given in the context of war. It {s a
well-known fact that during a war; usually young men get
killed and if there were to'be a b\n on marrying more
than one wife, most of thewwidows would have remained
without a husband. Islam solved this problem by
permitting men to have more than one wife, but it has not
confined-it to war-like situations alone and has given
general permission because sometimes a man may be in
" need of more than one wife in normal circumstances.
Hence, there is unanimity in the Muslim community that
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this, permlssmn 18 not restrlcted fo war- llke 31tuat10ns '
only and that 1n normal circumstances too, if found
necessary, a man can take more than one wife. But for
taking more than one wife the. Holy Qur'an has levied two
conditions: One, a man cannot have more than four'wive's_
at a given time; the second condltlon is that if a man has
more ‘than one wife, it is mandatory upon him to treat
them with justice and equlty The Holy Qur'an says

545 W 6 46 B Lasagl '"”u;t;ms\)" B0 3
.clls'\i-GU @Mth,:uwwrmcb a3 EE

G Ty

(el - @tgﬂmu;t
f you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly .

_ wzrh the orphans marry women of your. cho:ce two or

- three, or four but:if you fear that you.shall not-be able.

* to deal justly (wzth them); then om’y one or (a captive) “ .
that your ught hands possess. That will be mo:é )
suitable, to prevem you from doing injustice.

' (The Quran 4.:3)

. The pomt stressed upon in the above Verse by the .

Holy Qur'an, is very important. It says that if you fear that o

you shall not be able to deal justly w1th more. than one .
w1fe then- you shall have only one. 1t means that bpf’ore
takmg a second or third or fourth wife, a man should'__
take a serious. survey of his physxcal strength age, and
' ﬁnanmal resources, and also.whether h¢ would be able to
bear the extra. expenses of brmglng up more- offsprmg
“and giving them- a, good-education. If he fears that he’
- would not be‘able 1o, do _]LISUCC then he should desmt from
vmarrymg more than one wife. There is also prov151on f01' "
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any of the wives to seek legal redress in case of her rights
being trampled. i

When Matrimonial Relation’él?i'p Starts Deteriorating

Matrimonial relationships do not always remain
cordial and pleasant; sometlmes unpleasantness also
* creeps in. On such occasions; the Islamic teaching is that
. the husband and wife should be patient and forbearing,
and try to remove the causes for unpleasantness with
prudence, skill and mutual discussions and understand-
ing. To achieve this objective, in certain situations which
have been specified, it has permitted the husband to use
some force against his wife but within the limits that
have been prescribed in this regard. Similarly, if a wife
finds any defects in her husband, she should try to reform
him as the situation demands in the given circumstances.
In spite of all these, there is always a possibility that the
husband and wife might not be able to eliminate the
deterioration that has set in their relationships. In such a
situation, the teaching of the Holy Qur'an is that two
arbitrators, one each from the families of husband and the
wife, be appointed and they should try to solve the
problems in the matrimonial relationships after holding
discussions. In the prime of manhood/womanhood, the
hold of passions is always strong and hence there are
more chances of mistakes being committed. Sometimes,
because of the indiscretion and stupidity of the respective
{amilies, the situation gets even worse. However; if
sincere efforts are put in, the situation can be saved and
matters can be settled amicably. The Holy Qur'an says:
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&) @l o2 Ue 5 48T o5 U 13506 Uil 8BS 35 &)
(ra:l ) @IS e E8 e d) ek il B e 1028
"If you fear a breach between them twain, appoint
{two) arbiters, one from his family, and the other from:
hers; if they wish for peace, Allah will cause their

reconciliation: for Allah has full knowledge and is
acquainted with all things." (The Qur'an, 4:35)

R AN

The purport derived from the part of the above Verse
"if they wish for peace” is that if the couple or the
arbitrators wish for peace, then "Allah will cause their
reconciliation.” This Verse addresses not only the
respective families, but also the Muslim community or
the court which can also appoint arbitrators if situation
and circumstances demand. However, the efforts of the
arbitraters would be limited only to reconciliation,
resolving the problems and suggesting the couple some
useful suggestions and remedial measures. They cannot
take a final decision in the matter; taking a final decision
is always the right of the couple.

Permission for Divorce

In spite of the efforts for reconciliation and to resolve
the matrimonial problems, if it becomes difficult for the
husband and wife to maintain and continue with the
matrimonial relationship, Islam has kept opened the door
of Talag (divorce) for the husband and Khula’' (divorce at
the instance of the wife) for the wife. Islam does not say
that men and women cannot obtain divorce however bad
may be the matrimonial relationships and however
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difficult it had become for the married couples to live
amicably. In the Arabian society, before the advent of
Is’la{n, divorcing had no limits; a man could pronounce
divorce whenever he. wished and separate his wife from
him, and take her back again as her wife whenever he
wished; this he could do repeatedly and thus torment the
woman for her entire life. The Holy Qur'an restricted this
right of divorce and ordained that Talag can be
pronounced only twice, with the option of revocation in
between:

(l"l’ﬁ:}'}:’[) LQL:‘?LS%:;:J‘jT .,,.w l" L::‘L’ hG” .’;jgu
"A divorce is only permissible tw:ce. after that, the
parties should either hold together on equitable terms,
or separate with kindness." (The Qur'an, 2:229)

In this Verse, mention has been made about
revocable divorce which can be pronounced only twice in
the married life. In between these two divorces, a man
can revoke the divorce and take back the woman he has
divorced as his wife within the prescribed period of three
months or three menstrual periods. It is further. directed
that in case of revocation of the divorce, the parties
should live together on equitable and honorable terms,
and if they decide to permanently dissolve the marriage
they should separate with kindness. If revocation is not
made within the prescribed period, then the couple can
remarry, if they so desire, after the expiry of the
prescribed period. However, if the man pronounces
divorce for the third time, he shall not have the right to
revoke it. If he again wants to remarry the same woman,
the way suggested by the Holy Qur'an is a long and
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_ tedious one:

(rress 3 4538 Ga3 ASES 0 855 6o 45 08 5B 8

"So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably), he

cannot, after that, remarry her until after she has

married another husband and he has divorced her

(after) he has cohabited with her)." (The Qur'an, 2:230)

A divorced woman cannot be prevented from
remarrying when once irrevocably divorced by her
husband. The Holy Qur'an says that after the expiry of the
prescribed period of waiting she can marry any of the
men except her previous husband. As per the aforesaid
Verse, if her second husband dies or divorces her
irrevocably (which could happen after a short period of a
month or two or a longer period of ten to twenty years)
and her former husband desires to marry her again and
she also gives her consent for such a marriage, keeping in.
view the experiences and situations through which they
had gone through in their previous matrimonial
relationship, they ate permitted to remarry again. This
tedious and difficult way has been suggested to prevent
the divorce and revocation of divorce being made a
palything, and force the husband to think a thousand
times before giving the final third divorce.

The Issue of Triple Talaq (Divorce)

‘There are certain conditions laid down in the Holy
Qur'an and the Hadith which a husband should observe
while divorcing his wife. One of them is that divorce
should be pronounced when the wife is not in her
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monithly menstrual cycle, and the divorce should be
pronounced only once, so that if required the husband
and wife could restart the matrimonial relationship within -
the prescribed period of waiting or could remarry again
after the expiry of the prescribed period of waiting; all
the eminent [slamic jurists are unanimous in their
opinion in this regard, and that the same procedure is to
be followed while pronouncing the second and the third
divorce. However, after the third divorce, the divorce
becomes irrevocable and a man cannot remarry her
divorced wife unless those conditions are fulfilled which
have been explained in the previous paragraph.

One question has always been under discussion; it is
that if anyone does not follow the aforesaid procedure
and pronounces the three divorces at the same time and
in one sitting, whether he loses the right to revoke his
divorce or not. Majority of the jurists are of the opinion
that a husband is given three chances to divorce his wife
which he has to use at three different periods of his
married Jife. If he chooses to use all three chances to
divorce in one sitting then they would be considered as
three pronouncements and he would have exhausted his
right to pronounce a maximum of three divorces. But in
such a situation the Ahle Hadith say that three divorces
must be pronounced in 3 different monthly periods of
purity (of menstrual cycles). Even if a man pronounces
divorce a thousand times in one monthly period of purity,
it would be considered as a single divorce and he would
have the option to reconcile with his wife. Nobody is of
the opinion that if a person pronounces 3 divorces
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instantaneously then divorce does not take place. All are
of the opinion that divorce shall take place. The
difference that remains is would the 3 pronouncements of
divorce in one sitting be considered as three divorces or
just one divorce. The Muslim community generally
accepts the opinion of the majority of the jurists as being
correct and people follow the same. The Ahle Hadith
follow their school of thought and judge accordingly.
There is one more opinion that needs to be considered &
which is that if a person pronounces divorce there times in
one sitting for the sake of emphasis and he actually meant
to give only one divorce their we should believe him.

Nurturing and Education of Offspring

According to the Islamic Law, offspring get their
lineage from their father; he alone is responsible to bear
the financial burden in bringing them up and acts as their
guardian. However, it does not mean that the offspring
cannot be ascribed to their mother. Apart from the legal
aspect of the matter, offspring can be ascribed to their
mother. It is not wrong to say that these are the offspring
of such and such woman. The Holy Qur'an has ascribed
offspring both to their father and their mother. The Holy
Qur'an says:
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"The mothers shall give suck to their offspring for two

whole years, if the father desires to complete the term.
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But he shall bear the cost of their food and clothing on
‘equitable terms. No soul shall have a burden laid on it
greater than it can bear. No mother shall be treated
unfairly on account of her child, nor father on account

of his child."” ' o (The Qur'an, 2:233)

In this Verse the child has been ascribed to both the
mother and the father. Although, legally, father is
responsible for the maintenance of the family, but the
offspring can also be ascribed to their mother.

" While describing the dedication of Hazrat Mariyam"
-(Mary) to the service of Allah by her mother, the wife of
_'Tmran, the Holy Qur'an syas: . . :
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“Behold! A woman of 'Imran said: 'O my Lord! I do
" dedicate unto Thee what is in my womb for your

special service: so accept this of me; for you hear and

know all things." "{The Qur'an, 3:35)

- Deducing from this Verse, the eminent Hanafi.
scholar and jurist Allamma Abu Bakr Jassas Razi opines:

"From this it is deduced that the mother has a sort of
guardianship over her offspring with regard to their
education, nurturing, training and putting them on the
religious path. She can also act as a gyardian;
otherwise she (i.e. the wife of 'ImFan) would not have
dedicated her child. Similarly, she also gets the right
to hcime her offspring if the father does not do so."”

(Ahkam al-Quran, 2/14)

However, it should be stressed upon here that "
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-":rrimalntenance of ‘the members of the famrly is.the ™ * -

"‘-responsrblhty of the husband alone The Holy Qur an ?_"; e
declares T . s
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ﬁ "And he shall bear the' cost of thetr Jood: and clothmgj'
on equztable tenns -_i " (The Qur'an, 2. 233)'5‘ R

. Smnlarly, proper and sound educatlon and tralnlng of T
therr offspring isthe primary resPonsrbrhty and duty of
both the' father and the mother and bas1cally they should'-.' =
" séta good example for their offsprmg by presentmg‘

. before them good Islarmc character and: conduct and’‘thus .
save themselves and thelr offsprmg from® the hellflre and» L
chastlsement of the Hereafter P

(w (/) vb r.(,,u "’T |§§ I"”ce\,jt LﬁL-‘;j
”0 ye who bet'teve’ Save yourselves and your famzltes ‘ g o
from the Fzre - 5 (2 The Qur an, .66: 6)'_ o
" In the aforesald Verse it has been mentroned that the
’ :pnmary respons1b111ty of a person is, to save hrmself from
- héllfire and his: secondary respons1ble is't6 save h1s cr
-""ffamtly members from it It-is also 1nferred from it that‘
- “before venturmg out to reform others he should set”
f"f"'-hlmself and his’ famlly as an example for. others; == "
: ’otherw1$e it-is difficult to; reform others. This i is. the: very i
fact:that ha§ been pomted out to the exalted wives s of, .
Prophet Muhammad S ' )

(r"r" .....U’Ul) . :L".\:GN lua ‘_,-6’” 4 L}:’J La uufgl;
_ "And reczte what is. rehearsed o you in your homes of
the Stgns of Allak and HlS Wzsdom " (The Qur an, 33 34)

B>
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“In the aforesaid Verse, it has been instructed that our
homes should be centers of re11g1ous education and
propagation of Islam

_ Infanticide is Absolute_ly"Forbidden

The Holy Qur'an 'h_a;s made it very clear that every
child is born in the world with the, right to live, which
cannot be usurped even- by its own parents, and it is
considered as a cognizable crime. This fact has been
described in great detail in the Holly Qur'an. In the
pre-Islamic Arab world infanticide was very common due
to various reasons such as poverty, ignorance, etc, The
Holy Qur'an admonishes:

Corpu) rﬁu 5 ;i’s),:,sa Lawl &8 e 13 y 5
"Kill not your children on a plea of want; We provide

sustenance for you and for them.” (The Qur'an, 6:151)

“Sometimes fear of poverty forced parents to kill their
children; the Holy Qur'an has prOhiBited this too:
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"Kill not your cktldren for fear of want; We shall

provide sustenance for them as well as for you. Verily

the killing of them is a.great sin. - ( The Qur'an, 17:31)

Infanticide cannot be justified at all. Hence, the Holy
Qur'an has construed it as an act of ignorance and grave
loss for the individual as well as the nation.

(e ol 48 G2 b 1gbEeagd) 1208
""Lost are those who slay their children, from folly,

Ny
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without knowledge." (The Qui'an, 6:140)

It is a very absurd and hard-hearted act to slay one's -
own children. Those who commit this folly because of
_their ignorance, according to the Holy Qur'an, are the
ones who incur the loss; this leads to decrease in the
manpower of a nation and destruction of the generation.

The Rights of Parents

The Holy Qur'an has not only described the
responsibilities of parents towards their offspring, it has
also described the responsibilities of offspring towards
their parents. It has instructed the offspring to treat them
with kindness and fulfill all their needs as they had done
when they were young and helpless

(m-uu‘]) ) ;J.’r gud‘(é L’:‘;’Laf
"Bear them company in this life with-justice (and
consideration).” - . (The Qur'an, 31:15)

In another place, the Holy Qur'an has ordained the
offspring to treat their parents with respect and humility,
and address them in the most honorable terms possible.
Also, it has been instructed to pray for them regularly,
and bear with them warmly and. beartily if, because -of
their old age, they show their impatience and anger:
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"Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
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Him, and that you be kind to parents. Whether one or
both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them
a word of conterﬁpt, nor repel them, but address them
in terms of honor. And, out of kindness, lower to them
the wing of humility, and say: 'My Lord! Bestow on
them your Mercy even as they cherished me in
childhood.” ‘(The Qur'an, 17:23-24)

Old Age Home

In this so-called modern and civilized age, a question
is raised whether there is any room for old age homes
under Islamic teachings. As far as my opinion is
concerned, the idea of old age homes is not compatible
with the teachings of Islam, because according to the
portion of the aforesaid verse S Siis S5 Ut (if they
attain old age in your life), it is inferred that parents
should live with their offspring. It is also infered from the .
aforesaid Verse, that its objective is not only to provide
materially for the parents, but also to provide them with
the company of their loved ones. However, because of
the present-day conditions of living, it is becoming
harder and harder for parents to live with their offspring,
particularly their sons, as often times they are forced to
live separately in far off countries where they cannot take
their parents with them. In such situations, the children
should consider whether wealth and status is more
important for them than service to their parents in their
old age when they are entirely dependent on them; every
individual has to take a decision according to the
situation he faces. Old age homes are pathetic golden



Family System in the-Holy Quran . - 31

cages which cannot replace the freedom, comforts-and ~
'lk)ve provided:in our own homes.

Honormg Blood Relations

The Holy Qur'an also ordains. honoring of blood
relations and fulfilling their rights along w1th the r1ghts
of parents and fan‘uly members:

) B é‘y’iwu;;t‘i Ghab s
"Fear Allah, through Whom!you demand your mutual
{ rtghts) and (reverence) the wombs (that bore you)."

' - (The Qur an, 4 I )

One of the several attrlbutes of men of Faith

described in the Holy Qur'an is that they do not break the
relatlonshlps but try to join them:

(fl”)f) . L dﬂ;ié) / -,I’C; ’;JL;": 1’ +

"Those who j ]OIH together those hmgs which Allah has -~
commanded to be joined.” " (The Qur'an, 13 21 )';

It has also been stressed’ that this is not just a
recommendatory 1nstruct10n or advice, but is a command:.

(rto ffm)@tpwiéif'jj 9 & 3 uub’* SHE ol
"And render to the kindred their due rights, as (also)
to those in wnat, and to the wayfarer; but squander
not (your wealth) in the manner of a spendthrift.”
: : (The Qur'an, 17: 26)

A very 1mportant point to. be noted in the aforesald
Verse is that if the wealth is squandered'in the manner of .
a spendthrift, it would be.difficult to fulfill the rights-of |

. our blood-relatives and other needy persons; these rights
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can be fulﬁlled only if we keep a control over spending
of our weaith.

Law- of Inheritance

The Holy Qur'an, along with other rights, has
bestowed the right of inheritance too. Usually, during the
‘era of ignorance and at present too in certain
communities, only the male offspring of a deceased wer__é
considered eligible to inherit his inheritance. Sometimes,
only the eldest male of the offspring used to Inherit all
the properties left behind by the deceased and the
younger children and females of the family were denied
the right to a share in the inheritance. The Holy Qur'an
has put an end to this oppression. It declares:
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"From what is left by parents and those nearest
related there is a share for men and a share Jor

women, whether the bmperty be small or large - a
determinate share." o (The Qur'an, 4:7)

It means that there is a share for female offspring too,

along with the share for male offspring in the inheritance,
whether small or large, left behind by the deceased.

The Law of Inheritance of the Holy Qur'an is based
on marital association and blood relationship. According
to it, husband and wife, both the parents, their offspring,
both males ‘and females, are essentially inheritors of each
other and they cannot be denied of their share in the
inheritance. Only in their absence or after they getting
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their due share, other near or distant relatives shall have
the right to have a share in the inheritance.

The Holy Qur'an, in its Law of Inheritance, has given
precedence to the rights of those who have a closer and
direct relationship with the deceased than those who have
an indirect relationship. Hence, according to this
principle, the offspring of a deceased cannot get a share
in the inheritance of their grandparent if his other sons
are alive at the time of his death. Since the relationship of
brothers and sisters is established through the father,
hence, in the event of a father surviving his deceased son,
the brothers and sisters of the deceased do not get a share
in the properties left behind by the deceased and the
father becomes the sole inheritor.

Obligation to Make a Bequest/Will

A person has the right to make a bequest in his
property. The bequest should be in the form that a certain
portion of his property, after his death, be spent on
charity, propagation of Islam, and other general welfare
activities amongst the members of his community. Also a
bequest can be made in favour of those close or distant
relatives who have become ineligible for a legal share in
his properties due to various circumstances. However,
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has restricted
this bequest to on-third of the entire property so that such
a bequest should not affect the shares of the legal heirs.
He has also ordained that a bequest cannot be made in
favour of those whose share is legally assured. The Holy
Qur'an gives credence to this right to make a bequest and
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declares: )
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"After payment of bequests and debts; so that no loss -
is caused (to anyone). Thus it is ordained by Allah;

and Allah i is All-Knowmg, ‘Most Forbearing.
(The Quran 4 12)

‘The teachmg of Islam in this regard is that from the
wealth and properties of the deceased first money should
be spent on his burial expendlture next his debts should
be repaid and in the last the remaining inheritance should
be divided amongst hls relatives as per the directives
given in the Holy Qur'an and the Traditions of Prophet

uwhammad (peace be upon him). :
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onclusmn

The system of* famlly that the Holy Qur'an presents is
a consmtent system, which has been based and
strengthened on love, sincerity, ethics and regualtions
Society is formed: by a collection of families; if the
families are governed by the ordlnances and instructions |,
issued by the Holy Qur'an, its effects will be felt all over
the cociety. Because of the overall corruption and
viciousness found generally in the soc1ety today, Muslim
families too are gettmg affected and influenced by this
corruption and viciousness; indifference and neghgence :
towards Islamic teachings thus is increasingly setting in
- the Muslim families. Althoug, we do not have. any.
control over the w1despread viciousness in the society, at.
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least we can utilize the control and authority and Allah
has given us in the small sphere of our family and infuse
the Islamic teachings and ethical values in it, which God
Willing, will have a good bearing on the entire society
and thus relavance of Islam and its teachings will be felt
everywhere.
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