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Since idiocy, as well as its varying degrees of imbecility and
feeble-mindedness, depends upon some sort of congenital or acquired
defect or disease of the brain interfering with its normal evolution,
it is clear that the cerebral functions may be all of them more or
less involved, and that no particular psychic faculty can be selected
as the one whose disorder retards or influences the development of
the other faculties. Seguin is, therefore, hardly correct in stating
that the condition of the mental faculties in idiots is normal, though
diminished, and that merely the will is lacking to give them proper
direction. Sollier has given us one of the best and latest studies
of the psychology of idiocy.t Following Ribot and others, he
maintains that the slow development of the cerebral faculties is
due to want of attention; that spontaneous attention is caused by
affective states brought into action by sensations, and that those
young children are the most attentive whose nervous systems are
most easily stimulated. Hence the faculty of attention is closely
related to the activity of the sensations. The greater the power of
attention the more intelligent does the individual become. In
idiocy, owing to the diminution or loss of the power of attention,
the perceptions aroused by sensations are more or less indefinite,
and the resultant idea Jikewise ill-defined. Sensations become
more numerous as the organism develops, and the lack of ideas
and recognitions becomes more noticeable, While Sollier is cor-
rect in the main in this representation of the case, it is obviously

* Read before the American Medico-Psychological Association, at Boston, May 28, 1896.
+ Psychologie de 1'idiot et de I'imbecile. Paris, 1891,
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not to be taken in too broad a sense, since there are other faculties
(such as will and memory, for instance) which are absolutely
necessary to all subsequent mental activity. Lack of the power of
attention, while common in idiocy, can not be taken in any way as
distinguishing this condition of mind from other forms of mental
impairment. It is common in many forms of insanity, and may be
observed even in genius (Coleridge). The idiot child is human
in its psychology. Its faculties and qualities, however feebly
developed, however stunted in their evolution, have human char-
acteristics, and bear no resemblance to those of lower animals,
such as the ape.

Preyer, in his work on “The Mind of the Child,” gives a con-
spectus of the development of the normal faculties during the first
forty months of the child’s life, and the following brief abstract is
made therefrom for purposes of comparison with the mental devel-
ment of the idiot:

NORMAL CHILD,

First MoNTH.— Sensitive to light as early as first and second
days. Pleasure in light of candle and in bright objects on eleventh
day. Hears on fourth day. Discriminates sounds last two weeks of
month. Starts at gentle fouckes second and third days. Sensibility
to taste about end of first week. Strong-smelling substances pro-
duce mimetic movements at birth.

Pleasure first days in nursing, in bath, in sight of objects,

Discomfort first days from cold, wet, hunger, tlght clothing.

Smiles on twenty-mxth day.

Tears on twenty-third day.

Vowel-sounds in first month.

Memory first active as to taste and smell, then as to touch, sight,
hearing.

Incovrdinate movements of eyes.

Sleeps two hours at a time, and sixteen hours in twenty-four.

Reflexes active. :

SecoNp MoNTH.— Strabismus occasional till end of month. Rec-
ognizes human voices; turns head toward sounds. Pleased with
music and with human face. Sleeps three, sometimes five or six,
hours. Laughs from tickling at eighth week. Clasps with its four
fingers at eighth week. First consonants from forty-third to fifty-
first days (am-ma, ta-hu, go, ara).

Tamp Monrta.— Sixty-first day, cry of joy at sight of mother
and father; eyelids not completely raised when child looks up.
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Accommodates at ninth week. Notes sound of watch at ninth
week; listens with attention.

FourtH MoNTH.— Eye-movements perfect. Objects seized are
moved toward the eyes. Grasps at objects too distant. Joy at
seeing self in mirror. Contra-position of thumb in grasping at
fourteenth week. Head held up permanently. Sits up with back
supported at fourteenth week. Beginning to imitate.

Firre MoNTH.— Discriminates strangers. Looks inquiringly.
Pleasure in crumpling and tearing newspapers, pulling bair, ring-
ing a bell. Sleeps ten to eleven hours without food. Desire
shown by stretching out arms. Seizes and carries objects to mouth,
Consonants | and k.

Sixra MonTH.— Raises self to sitting posture. Laughs and
raises and drops arms when pleasure is great. ¢ Crows” with pleas-
ure. Compares image of father in mirror with original.

SEVENTH MONTH.— Astonishment shown by open mouth and
eyes. Recognizes nurse after four weeks’ absence. Sighs. Imi-
tates movements of head, of pursing lips. Averts head as sign
of refusal. Places himself upright on lap.

Ereure MonTH.—Astonishment at new sounds and sights; at
imitations of cries of animals.

Ninte MonTH.—Stands on feet without support. More inter-
est shown in things in general. Strikes hands together with
joy. Shuts eyes and turns head away when something disagree-
able is to be endured. Fear of dog. Turns over when laid
face downward. Turns head to light when asked where it is.
Questions understood before child can speak. Voice more
modulated.

TenTE MonTH.— Sits up without support in bath and carriage.
First attempts at walking at forty-first week. Beckoning imitated.
Missed parents in absence, also a single ninepin of a set. Can
not repeat a syllable heard. Monologue and hints at imitation (md,
pappa, tatta, appapa, babba, titd, pa, rrrr rrra).

ErevENTH MoONTH.— Screaming quieted by “sh!” Sitting
becomes habit for life. Stands without support. Stamps. Syllable
correctly repeated. Whispering begins. Consonants b, p, ¢, d, m,
n, 7 I, g, k, vowel @ most used, » and o rare, ¥ very rare.

TweLFrE MoNTH.— Pushes chair. Can not raise self or walk
without help. Obeys commard, * Give the hand.”

TaIRTEENTE MONTH.— Creeps. Shakes head in denial. Says
papa and mamma. Understands some words spoken.
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FourTEENTH MoNTH.— Can not walk without support. Raises
himself by chair. Imitates coughing and swinging of arms,

FrrrEENTHE MoNTH.—Walks without support. Laughs, smiles,
gives a kiss on request. Repeats syllables. Understands ten
words.

SixTEENTH MoNTH.— Runs alone. Falls rarely.

SEVENTEENTH, E1GHTEENTH, AND NINETEENTH MoNTHS.—Sleeps
ten hours at a time. Associates words with objects and movements.
Blows horn, strikes with hand or foot, gives leaves to stag, waters
flowers, puts stick of wood in stove, washes hands, combs and
brushes hair, and other imitative movements. '

TweNTIETH TO TwENTY-FOoURTHE MoONTH.— Marks with pencil
on paper, whispers in reading newspaper. Very few expressions
of his are recognizable. Executes orders with surprising accuracy.
Tries to sing and beat time, and dance to music,

TwenTY-F1rra T0 THIRTIETE MoNTNH.—Distinguishes colors cor-
rectly. Sentences of several words. Begins to climb and jump,
and to ask questions.

THIRTIETH T0 ForTIETH MONTH.— Goes upstairs without help.
Sentences correctly applied. Clauses formed. Words distinctly
spoken, but influence of dialect appears. Questioning repeated to
weariness. Approximates manner of speech to that of family more
and more.

Frequently evidence of idiocy is to be found immediately after
birth in bodily and especially cranial and facial characteristics; and
by careful examination as to imperfect action of the sensations and
perceptions, we may sometimes recognize idiocy in cases where
physical evidence is wanting. The child may not learn easily to
take the breast. Its cry is different from that of other children.
It cries without motive. Sometimes there is congenital blindness
or congenital deafness (there is nearly always deafness in every
child for several days after birth). In the normal child the sense
of smell may be stimulated immediately after birth, and taste is
evident in a few days. In the idiot these special senses may be
retarded in their development or absent. The movements of the
eyes are generally irregular and strabismus is frequent until the end
of the second month in normal children, so that in the diagnosis of
idiocy this can not be relied upon as significant unless the eye
movements are imperfect after the third month. In the normal
child the eyes follow a light between the third and fourth weeks; in
idiots this ability may be retarded indefinitely. The normal child
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starts at gentle touches on the third day after biech. 'I'Le new-
born idiot may be immobile or feeble in its reactions to cutaneous
stimuli. The normal child laughs at tickling in the eighth week,
while the idiot or imbecile is not incited to laughter ordinarily at
all in the earliest years of life. From these facts it follows that in
defectives we must examine the sensory organs themselves, as far
as possible, for defects, as well as study their reactions and the
impaired perceptions of reactions. Following somewhat the natu-
ral order of such examination, with the excellent work of Sollier*
as a guide, we first take up the senses, those avenues which lead to
psychological development.

Sicar.—Between 7 and 8 per cent of idiots are congenitally blind.
It is necessary to determine whether the blindness is due to defect
of the visual apparatus or to lack of attention. Blindness does not
preclude the possibility of education, for some idiots with defect
of this sense may be educated to a moderate degree. When idiots
can look, without in reality seeing, the apparent blindness is due to
a complete absence of attention. In idiots less affected, a greater
variety of objects will attract their attention. In the higher grades
of idiocy (imbecility and feeble-mindedness) vision may be as good
as in normal man. But many present certain visual and ocular
defects, such as hypermetropia, defective color vision, strabismus,
nystagmus, congenital cataract, inequality of the pupils, microph-
thalmus, and the like. In hemiplegic idiocy or imbecility we may
find hemianopia. But the determination of the acuity of vision is
difficult in this class of individuals. The perception of different
colors is often possible in the milder degrees of idiocy. Good
binocular vision is uncommon in idiots, The normal child takes
pleasure in the sight of objects as early as the eleventh day, the
eyes are normally cotrdinated by the end of the second month, and
he begins to distinguish colors correctly about the age of two years.

HeariNg.—There is a somewhat analogous condition of the
organs of hearing. It is not always easy to determine whether an
idiot is deaf from defect in the auditory apparatus or only senso-
rially deaf. Idiocy of mild degree is not infrequently induced by
deprivation of this sense. In the higher grades of idiocy hearing
is nearly always normal. Deaf-mutism can not be considered as
common. The normal child hears on the fourth day, and is pleased
with music in the second month,

*Although differing from Sollier in many of his theses and conclusions, the author is
indebted to his book for many facts and ideas throughout this study.
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6 THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IDIOT. [July,

TasTe.— This sense is frequently affected. Gluttony is a
marked feature in idiocy. It is common for idiots to eat without
mastication — many present a precocious taste for alcohol. This is
especially true of the higher grades. A difficulty in distinguishing
the simple tastes (salt, sweet, bitter, and sour) is not infrequently
met with in the milder types, as well as in those with great mental
impairment. Inversions and perversions of taste are observed. The
normal child evinces a sensibility to taste at the end of the first
week.

SuELL.—In the normal child strong-smelling substances produce
mimetic movements on the day of birth. In idiocy the sense may
be much impaired, perverted, or absent.

TacriLe Pain ANpD MuscuLAR SENSIBILITY.—As a rule, sensi-
bility to touch and pain is uniformly diminished in idiocy of all
degrees, mostly through lack of attention. There may be complete
anesthesia and analgesia, particularly in the lower grades. On the
other hand, there are cases in which the sense of touch may be edu-
cated to a high degree of delicacy. It is almost impossible to study
the muscular sense in idiots, but it is apt to be impaired in propor-
tion to the other senses. The normal child starts at gentle touches
on the second and third days,and manifests musoular sense as early
as the eighth week.

THERMIC SENSIBILITY.— What has been said of touch and pain
applies likewise to the temperature sense. But their vaso-motor
systems are susceptible to the influences of cold and exposure, and
their resistance to external influences and diseases is such that
many of them die of pulmonary affections. Some become more
stupid in cold weather and brighter in warm weather, while an ele-
vation of bodily temperature (fever) is accompanied by evidences
of more active cerebration.

MorBip MOVEMENTS.— A small number of idiots exhibit no
motility at all, but remain perfectly inert. But the majority are
apt to be in constant motion. These movements tend to take on a
rhythmical and automatic character. I do not here refer to such
morbid movements as epilepsy, athetosis, associated movements,
ataxia, and chorea, often present in paralytic idiocy, nor to tremor,
found in sclerotic cases, but to a group of automatic or impulsive
movements.

These forms of movements are among the most common and
striking symptoms immediately noticed in going through an insti-
tution for idiots. A very large proportion of the inmates are
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observed to be in continual motion. As a rule, the most frequent
rhythmical movement is an antero-posterior oscillation. The
patient, in a sitting attitude, sways his body slowly or rapidly
backward and forward. Sometimes the oscillation is from side to
side. Occasionally the hands and fingers are rapidly or slowly
flexed and extended, and brought up to the face in movements
similar to those in athetosis, but differing from them in that they are
entirely subject to the will, just as are the oscillations alluded to.
Walking to and fro, rotating, dancing, and so on, are more elab-
orate forms of the same kind of impulsive movement. Similar
movements occur in the insane, as is well known, and particularly
in conditions of greatly enfeebled mind, such as secondary demen-
tia, They are spontaneous movements, seeming to have no rela-
tion to any stimulation of the brain giving rise to a motor expres-
sion. Generally the movements cease for a time when any sensory
impression, such as the appearance of a stranger in the room or
being spoken to, temporarily alters the feeble current of thought
or excites the mental blankness which has given rise to the auto-
matic movement, Children and young animals are full of sponta-
neous movements, undoubtedly due to impressions received at some
time during their lives, or, it may be, impressions inherited; and,
while these spontaneous movements of children are undoubtedly
similar in their nature to the automatic movements of dements and
idiots just described, they do not often present the rhythmical char-
acter of the latter. It is probable that in the feeble mind, upon
which nerve stimuli seldom make an impression, the simple old
motor expressions are retained, repeated, and become habitual or
automatic. Automatism of movement is thus a sign of little apti-
tude or impressionability, as far as fresh mental stimulation is con-
cerned, In the idiot the impulsive rhythmical movements just
described may be regarded as the habitual motor expression of the
simplest and oldest stimuli; whereas, in the secondary dement, the
analogous automatic movements are to be looked upon as rever-
sions to the spontaneous movements of infancy. The smiles and
grimaces of idiots and imbeciles belung to the same category of
infantile spoutaneous motor expressions.

There is probably a certain amount of pleasure in the move-
ments in many cases, as sometimes they manifest displeasure if
prevented from executing them. There is nearly always a difficulty
out of proportion to the intellectual development for idiots to per-
form associated movements with a definite object. They may be able

¢

&

T

Se!

A
a s

':C_‘;{S)

Cg

PR
e
s

o
o4
8

7

»

1
o
z

~

e

Ry

&
R N

Vo
At

R ST
PRI FIOR

il AR u

1




8 THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IDIOT. [July,

to talk and read, and even write, yet be unable to dress themselves.
This is often a fault remediable by education, according to Seguin.

RicaT-HANDEDNESS AND LEFT-HANDEDNESS.— Some 12 per cent
of all children, idiot and normal, are left-handed; but while 88 per
cent of normai children are right-handed, only 72 per cent of idiots
use their right band in preference, the remaining 18 per cent being
ambidextrous. This peculiarity is said to be present also among
criminals,

VoLuNTARY MOVEMENTS.— Many idiots do not learn to walk at
all, either because of general debility, inability to learn, or paral-
ysis. In such as do acquire the ability to walk there is great
retardation in its acquisition. This is also true of other uses of the
voluntary muscles for the common acts of daily life, such as carry-
ing food to the mouth and so on. They are either never learned
or they are acquired late.

Orcanic SensaTioNs.—The keenness of visceral sensibility is
more or less diminished in all idiots. The sensations of hunger and
thirst are lessened, though only very rarely absent. The feeling of
satiety after a hearty meal is seldom felt by them, so that if left to
themselves they would eat on indefinitely. The necessity of
defecation and micturition is not perceived at all by profound
idiots. In the lower and middle grades of idiocy it is often difficult
to diagnosticate visceral disease, owing to the bluntness of somatic
sensations, and they may die without giving any appreciable symp-
toms. This masking of disease in idiocy is quite analogous to the
masking of disease in various insanities. The feeble-minded and
imbeciles not infrequently mislead the physician by exaggeration,
concealment, or falsehood.

ArtENTION.—The lack of the faculty of attention is one of the
chief characteristics of idiocy. Naturally it varies in degree from
complete nullity to a simple diminution of the faculty, but it is
always lessened. The fundamental elements of the faculty are
deficient. These fundamental elements are: The integrity of
sensory impressions delivered to the brain; an emotional state of
pleasure, pain, or interest in such sensations; motor expressions in
the eyes, face, limbs, or body of the impressions received. There
are two forms of attention, one of which is natural or spontaneous,
and the other voluntary, established by education. The latter can
not exist without the former.

There are two qualities in attention that are of importance, viz.,
intensity and duration.
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Thus attention is impaired in idiocy by the defective senses,
which convey to the brain feeble impressions. The second ele-
ment, the affective state, is notably lacking in idiots. The motor
factor of attention is deranged in idiocy in a great variety of ways
(general weakness, paralysis, contracture, epilepsy, chorea, ataxia,
automatic and impulsive movements, and the like). The intensity
and duration of attention are restricted to the last degree in this
class of individuals.

The intelligence and the possibility of education depend directly
upon the power of the faculty of both spontaneous and voluntary
attention. It is probable that the faculty is localized chiefly in the
frontal lobes of the brain. Ferrier considers it proportionate to the
development of these lobes, and some very convincing experiments
recently published by Bianchi make it quite certain that the frontal
-lobes are the seat of this faculty. In idiots great lack of attention
is coincident with diminutive size of the frontal lobes.

In the low grades of idiocy spontaneous attention is almost null,
and education is impossible. The higher the degree of idiocy, the
greater the degree of spontaneous attention presented, which may
be so appealed to as to develop it into voluntary attention, with
intellectual progress as a consequence. With idiots as with the
lower animals, attention is always connected with the sense most
perfectly developed, which, in the former, is that of sight, The
attention of idiots is most easily aroused through the eyes. Exer-
cises of the attention may thus be employed in the diagnosis of
states of intellectual weakness. We find idiots without attention
absolutely uneducable, leading a vegetative existence; others again,
exhibiting both spontaneous and voluntary attention, but in flashes,
as it were, of brief duration and faint in nature; and still others
more or less capable of prolonged and habitual attention, It is
only in the last-named group of individuals that education is to
any considerable degree feasible. The education appeals in some
to the simplest sentiments only (such as curiosity, selfishness, the
desire of reward), in others attention is aroused by appeals to a
higher affective order (such as interest, ambition, and emulation),
and in still others attention may be aroused and sustained by babit.

Since the power of attention directed to external events is so
feebly developed in idiots, it is not surprising that attention to inter-
nal happenings, or reflection, should be totally absent in all grades
of idiocy.

Ribot correctly regards voluntary attention as habitual and disci-
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plined spontaneous attention, as an adaptation to the conditions of a
higher social life, as a sociological phenomenon. When the develop-
ment of voluntary attention is rudimentary, and the resulting intel-
lectual defect is marked, as in the lower grades of idiocy, there are
no serious consequences from the sociological point of view. Sollier
calls the idiot cxtra-social, and makes the imbecile quite distinct as
anti-social, claiming that in the latter there is an undefined amount
of voluntary attention, combined with a relative, though perverted,
intelligence, which two fuctorsrender him often a dangerous member
of society. He speaks of the instability of the attention of the
imbecile. At one moment it may be faint, at another intense as in
normal man. He passes from one subject to another with the
greatest ease, u characteristic which may even be observed in his
infancy. Serious matters must be continually repeated to him to
make him understand. He grasps the first part of a sentence, and
forms his ideas from that, without waiting for the sentence to be
completed. He frequently interrupts, and there is no time to
answer one question before another is put. Sollier further goes on
to say that this instability of the attention for external ubjects or
ideas is seen also in the acts of the imbecile, who is incapable of
intelligent labor, and accomplishes his tasks, when uniform, by
a certain kind of automatism, without due appreciation of the
object of his work. When the object is understood, the imbecile
believes he can attain it immediately, and seeing the first step is
prevented by failure of attention from properly completing the
work or doing it atall. He seems to forget that he has begun, and
as a consequence, unless watched, may spoil whatever he attempts.
Other imbeciles refuse to work, but make themselves very busy and
important in watching and supervising the occupations of others.
Soilier calls them vagabonds. They wander away, not knowing
where, marching straight before them, with indifference to the wel-
fare of the friends or relatives they desert; traveling by night and
hiding by day; undisciplined, indole:.t, and mischievous.

This attempt to separate idiots and imbeciles into two distinct
classes of extra-social and anti-social is, to my mind, not justifia-
ble. Sollier has here described a certain class of imbeciles only,
and the description is very true to nature, but it is only a group
which does not merit an especial classification. As regards atten-
tion, we should still hold to the terms idiocy, imbecility, and feeble-
mindedness, as representing degrees of lack of attention, from
complete or almost complete absence to mere diminution of the

AY
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faculty. The adult imbecile, in the middle grade, would have the
varying and imperfect attention of a backward child, and his ideas,
speech, and conduct would vary with his temperament, with his
docility or perversity; in short, with the innate differences of char-
acter and individuality, which may be as manifest in imbeciles as
in normal children. Imbeciles may and do become vagabonds,
uncertain, mischievous, indolent, anti-social; but they may, on the
other hand, be good-natured, trusty, docile, industrious. Many of
them, too, may show special aptitudes in certain directions. As to
education, the difficulties are that in some it is hard to attract the
attention, and in others to maintain it.

RerLECTION.—The internal form of attention (reflection of Ribot),
in which images and ideas constitute the subject-matter, is quite
deficient in the lower grades of idiocy, but is present in imbecility
and feeble-mindedness in varying degrees. It is never perfectly
developed as in normal man.

PreoccurPaTION.—This is absent in profound idiocy and feeble in
the higher grades. A small proportion of imbeciles are capable of
preoccupation, but of an indefinite nature, and sometimes taking
on the character of a fixed idea. Often their interest is not aroused
80 much by what benefits and interests mankind in general, as by
bad actions, criminal or egoistic sentiments that attract their atten-
tion, and arouse reflection and preoccupation which may result in
felony or crime. Many are too selfish to care for the troubles of
others, and too stupid to have preoccupations purely intellectual.

1nsTINcTs.—The instincts in idiocy are generally defective. The
defect may be imperfection of development, or an actual derange-
ment or perversion. The instinct of hunger is present in almost all
grades of idiocy, and is so little inhibited that it is often pushed to
the extent of gluttony. The instinct of self-preservation is impaired
in nearly all, absent in profound idiocy, ungoverned by proper
judgment in the milder forms. In some there is no sense of fear,
and self-injury is possible. In others there is a comprehension of
danger, and an avoidance of it, or possibly an overweening egoism
which may lead to a belief in their power to overcome it. Suicide
occurs in imbeciles and feeble-minded, sometimes without deter-
minable cause, sometimes as a result of morbid impulse.

Sleep is good among all classes of idiots, while in the lower
grades it may be both profound and excessive. Whether they dream
or not depends solely upon the degree of mental development,

The desire and need of voluntary muscular movement varies with
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the scale of intelligence, being absent in the profounder degrees of
idiocy, and approximating the normal the higher the psychic devel-
opment. The automatic and impulsive movements in some may
represent a fulfillment of the normal need, and the extreme rest-
lessness of others is surely a perversion of the natural desire.

The sexual instinct may be absent, impaired, exaggerated, or per-
verted. Itis seldom normal. Idiots of all degrees present many
degenerative stigmata as regards the genital organs, more numerous
in direct proportion to the mental impairment. Among these
anomalies are cryptorchismus, unilateral or bilateral microrchidia;
spurious hemaphroditism, insufficient development of the entire
genital apparatus, hypospadias or epispadias; defect, torsion, or
great volume of the prepuce; median fissure of the scrotum, im-
perforate meatus, abnormally large or small labia, excessive devel-
opment of the clitoris, hypertrophied labia minora, pigmentation of
the labia minora, imperforate vulva; atresia of, or double, vagina;
and uterus bicornis. Puberty is often retarded, but occasionally is
early; often it is normal. Masturbation is exceedingly common
among all classes of idiots of both sexes. In the profound degrees
it is automatic; in the higher it is purposive. Onanism & deuz and
sodomy are frequently discovered among imbeciles and feeble-
minded, and sexual psychopathies of the most shocking nature are
not uncommonly manifested in some because of the combination of
the strong sexual instinct and absence of moral sensibility.

The instinct of imitation, which is a low form of instinct, and
strong in children and many lower animals, is one to which idiots
are very susceptible. It is usually a purely instinctive or passive
imitation, seldom an intellectual or active imitation. Its intensity
depends much, however, upon the scale of intelligence to which the
idiot rises. It is very apt to be shown in the form which is con-
cerned with moral contagion, so that the acts and language of the
vicious, mischievous, coarse, and vulgar are most willingly imitated.
Simulation is very common among the more intelligent classes of
idiots,

SpeciAL ArTITUDES.—In the so-called idiot savants we note the de-
velopment of special aptitudes, occasionally remarkable, more often
only noteworthy in contrast to the general mental vacuity. These
aptitudes are usually in the direction of music, mathematics, the
mechanical arts, building, wood-carving, drawing, painting, memory
for facts or dates, playing games, and of a low order of wit or droll-
ery. The occasional preéminence of some particular faculty, where
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all other traits are defective, would almost lead one to believe in
a heterotopia of gray matter in some special locality. Music, the
most sensual of the arts, seems to appeal especially to this class of
individuals. Often the rhythm of it seems to influence the rhythm
of their automatic movements, or it soothes their restlessness or
stops their cries. Sometimes unteachable idiots are able to retain,
recall, and hum a moderately difficult tune, while higher grades
may learn to play instruments by ear, though not by note. Next to
aptitude for music, that for mental arithmetic is often surprising.
There are also occasionally instances of the talents mentioned above,
and doubtless the court fools of the past, with their mischievous
pranks and quaint remarks, were recruited to a great extent from
the imbecile class.

Pray.—There is a lack in all classes of idiots, and in direct pro-
portion to the degree of mental defect, of that “superfluous
activity which is expended in the form of play.” Sikorski, quoted
by Ribot, says that the activity and attention of normal children
are mainly developed through play. This avenue of education is,
unfortunately to a considerable degree, closed in idiocy. The lower
grades, if they manifest a tendency to play at all, do so in a rudi-
mentary and solitary way, and in adolescence still cling to the sim-
ple games of infancy. With others, higher in the scale of intelli-
gence, there is still defect of the play instinct, and a proclivity
often to prefer games in which noisiness, destructiveness, and other
evidence of rather brutal traits are paramount. Sometimes these
games are carried on good-naturedly; at others, selfishness, irritabil-
ity, quarrelsomeness, and a more or less ungovernable nature are
evinced.

CIVILITY AND POLITENESS may be taught to many, but naturally
with difficulty to the lower grades and to such individuals of the
higher as are hard to train in other directions, because of innate
vices of temperament and character.

DESTRUCTIVENESS, a propensity even in normal children at an early
age, is an especial attribute of all classes of idiots. In those of low
degree it is automatic and possibly a rudimentary form of superflu-
ous activity (play), but in some individuals of the superior grades
there seems, at times, to be a vicious satisfaction in inflicting dam-
age or injury, which may even lead to the manifestation of homicidal
proclivities or a tendency to arson (pyromania). Self-mutilation
or injury may be a result of the love of destruction in the pro-
founder degrees of idiocy.
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SENTIMENTS.—In the lowest forms of idiocy the sentiments and
sensations are rudimentary, or may be altogether absent. As a rule
one may discover various degrees of pleasure or pain, affection,
pity, fear, social proclivities, love of property, regard for rights and
duty, obedience, shame, esthetic feelings, curiosity, and the like.

Pleasure and pain are indefinite or absent sensations in idiots,
felt to a greater extent by imbeciles, and well-marked in the feeble-
minded. Joy, sadness, and anger are usually aroused by physical
sensations. The self-mutilation of some idiots points to an absence
of the pain sense, and idiot women have been known to bear chil-
dren without experiencing the pains of labor. Idiots often cry out
suddenly, burst out laughing, or throw themselves about, which is
probably explicable by variations of perception in the kinssthetic
sense. Moral pain or remorse, usually wanting, is sometimes devel-
oped to a slight extent. It is not often that these defectives weep,
and if they cry it is but for some momentary pain or deprivation.
They live in the present only, and do not concern themselves about
the past or future. In the higher grades it is physical, almost never
moral, pain that is taken note of. Pleasure is as little experienced
as pain in the lower degrees, and laughter is as infrequent as crying.
Pleasure is expressed by the imbeciles and feeble-minded by laugh-
ter, clapping the hands, or cries, though laughter, even with these,
is uncommon. There are, however, certain imbeciles that always
have a good-natured smile, and laugh readily and excessively over
nothing. Frequently the laughter is a true automatic movement,
an infantile spontaneous motor expression.

Affection is a sentiment not uncommon in idiocy, though it varies
with the degree, heing often rudimentary, vague, indefinite, and
probably inspired rather by the ministration to bis wants than by
the care-taker. It is found that nearly all forms, except the lowest,
appreciate kindness and patience, and are repulsed and made
unmanageable by brusqueness or cruelty. With certain imbeciles
and feeble-minded, where the moral sense is not too much obtunded,
true affection for individuals is manifested. But when the moral
sense is deficient, affection is elementary or absolutely wanting, so
that kindness is either unappreciated or at once forgotten.

There are variations of the same nature in love for the family
and in friendship. Absent in the simplest idiots, it may be shown
in greater or less degree in the higher grades. In some it is
unstable, changeable, and influenced muck by the selfishness of the
individual. In others again there is a perversion of family love, so
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that they are hateful and disagreeable to their parents or brethren.

It is much the same with friendship. Often mild types of idiocy
form in asylums friendships for each other, though they are too
often apt to be associations of a sexual nature or for the purpose of
combining together for mischievous purposes. A true solidarity
of interests or social proclivity is seldom observed. Maltreatment
of animals by idiots is usually due to ignorance, but there are
moral imbeciles who perpetrate cruelties on animals as well as
human beings from pure perversity and love of inflicting pain.
The passion of love, when it exists, which is extremely rare, is
founded altogether upon a physiological basis. Jealousy is some-
times, though infrequently, observed.

Pity is quite unknown in all degrees of idiocy. Some are
amused or curious and some alarmed at the sufferings of others.

Fear is a common sentiment in all types of cases, more common
than in normal people, because of the want of understanding.
Often the simplest occurrences inspire fear. On the other hand,
when much excited, there are types that exhibit no fear at all.

Courage is wanting in all classes of idiocy. Anger is apt to
manifest itself in all degrees and in every age. It is apt to be
both causeless and paroxysmal, and to lead to the infliction of
injuries upon the individual himself, upon inanimate things, or upon
persons in the vicinity. The ungovernable rage is usually increased
by efforts to restrain the patient.

Acquisitiveness is shown in imbeciles and the feeble-minded by
a propensity for the collection of all sorts of useless objects and
trifles, much the same as in cases of chronic mania, There is often
a marked tendency to steal, sometimes deliberately, and at others
without motive, merely to gratify the desire of possession. The
lower orders appropriate everything coming in their way, having
no regard for the property of others. Many can be taught acquisi-
tion as a reward for labor, and, on the other hand, there are some
who can be made to work only through fear, having, as they do, an
innate antipathy to occupation of any kind.

‘With respect to 7ights and duty the perceptions of the idiot vary
with the degree of mental and moral defect. In some even inferior
idiots these perceptions may be present, while with some the rights
of others are never respected, though to their own they may cling
tenaciously, and the feeling of duty may never be instilled into them,

“because of more or less moral perversion.

Obedience and respect for authority vary, too, with the amount
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16 THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IDIOT. [July, -

of intelligence and the degree of moral impairment. Quite simple
idiots may quickly respond to the word of command. On the other
hand some of the most intelligent may perversely resist all attempts
at discipline. Compensation and punishment affect them variously.
Reward in objective shape or in the form of praise is seldom appre-
ciated by inferior grades, and often unduly by the higher. Punish-
ment, objective or in the form of blame, is useless for the simpler
degrees of idiocy, where acts are unintentional, and in some of the
more intelligent excites antipathy, an unreasonable sense of injus-
tice, and often causes them to harbor a vengeful feeling.

A true religious sentiment is quite unknown in any form of
idivecy. This is true also of the feeling of shame. The only
esthetic sentiment found in these defectives is the love of music
or rhythm, which is quite general among all classes, though not
perhaps so noteworthy as it has sometimes been stated to be.
Occasionally we meet with cases having unusual musical aptitude.
It is rather a rhythmical noise which appeals to most of them, such
as beating of a drum, hammering, the grinding of an organ (even
if out of tune and discordant). They have no sense of beauty, but
things bizarre, grotesque, glittering, and colossal attract their atten-
tion. Curiosity and astonishment are aroused more readily through
the sense of sight than that of hearing, and are more easily roused
in some of the lower grades often than in the higher types of idiocy

All classes evince a marked credulity, and often it is difficult or
impossible to eradicate an idea once established. Fairy stories are
especially pleasing to many of them, just as they are to children.

Veracity is a virtue which is uncommon among idiots. Many
imbeciles are particularly apt to be untruthful and deceitful, with
regard to their faults, doings, physical condition, things found in
their possession, and the like. Naturally the simple idiot, owing
to his feebleness of invention, if given to lying, limits his untruths
to the simplest matters, such as denials of accusations brought
against him, etc.

PuvsiogNoMy AND ExprEssioN AND CuaRrAcTER. — Idiots all
show deficiency in their general appearance. There is always some-
thing ungracious, uncouth, ugly, in their figures, faces, attitudes, or
movements. Very common among them are misshapen or asym-
metrical heads, dwarfishness, lack of proportion of the limbs,
stooping and slovenly postures, deformities of the hands or feet,
and awkward and wobbling gait. The expression of the face varies
from complete apathy and absence of intelligence to a considerable
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play of features of a low order, such as constant laughing, making
faces, leering, or scowling. Besides the absence of those facial
. traits which are made on the face by the mind, the ugliness is gen-
erally added to by asymmetry, disproportion or deformity of the
features. The eyes may be too close together or too far apart, or
deformed by disease of the iris, cornea, or lids, or by squint. The
nose deviates or is malformed, the ears are unshapely and unequal,
the mouth half open, the teeth diseased and neglected, the chin
deviated, prominent or retreating, the forehead low and bulging or
inclined. Microcephalus, hydrocephalus, and cretinism give their
own ugly individuality too well known to need description here.
Where a head is shapely and a face has any vestige of pleasing
lines, it is generally fair to infer that the mental state is due to
deprivation of one or more senses, or to the insanity of childhood.

As to character, this too varies with the amount of mental defect,
and is difficult to analyze. In profound idiots there are often sud-
den accesses of excitement without apparent cause. In higher types
the basis of character is inconstancy, weakness of will, and blunt-
ing of the sensibilities, their humor depending largely upon their
environment, showing an appreciation of kindness, and resentment
of ill usage. Some are clever and good-natured and funny, often
making sharp remarks or doing amusing things, and at one time
such cases were in great demand as court or family fools. History
shows there were two kinds of fools made use of by royal and noble
families — the true or natural fools (idiots or imbeciles), who were
the first to create the profession, and their crafty imitators, the arti-
ficial fools, who made of it a profitable calling.

I should differ entirely from Sollier in his somewhat extraordinary
distinction of imbeciles from idiots. He really selects one type of
imbecile, while we know that there are many, and erects this single
type into a great class which he everywhere distinguishes in his book
as the imbecile. To him the imbecile is egotistical, boastful, vicious,
careless, dangerous, a glutton, a vagabond, a mischief maker, a sexual
pervert, unstable, lazy, abusive, obscene, forgetful of kindness,
vengeful, shameless, and altogether anti-social.

LaneuaGeE.—The primitive physical basis of language in the
normal human infant is the auditory tract and the word-hearing
center, It is essentially receptive. Then develops the word-com-
prehending center. After this the motor speech center is devel-
oped and associated with the primitive physical basis, thus establish-
ing the emissive faculty. This rudimentary linguistic apparatus is
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IDIOT. [July,

variously defective in idiots. A defect in the emissive power is not
80 serious, as regards intelligence, as one in the receptive, for idiots
of considerable intelligence may not be able to talk at all, while
others very inferior may speak with readiness. Any part of this
original physical basis of language may be affected, and the result
to the defective individual will depend much upon what function is
lost. The auditery apparatus may be imperfect. The word-hearing
oenter may not act. The word-comprehending center may be unde-
veloped. In suchinstances the intellect will suffer severely. Unlike
the mormal ohild, which comprehends many things said to it as
<arly as nine months of age, in cases of this kind comprehension
will develop very late, or perhaps never; yet occasionally with the
development of the emissive power (without the word-comprehend-
ing center) words may be heard, learned, and repeated, constituting
an echolalia, speech without idea. Supposing the emissive appa-
ratus alone to suffer, we have hearing and comprehension and the
development of the mind, yet without the power of speech.

Like an animal, the idiot may be intelligent, but speechless. The
development of language and intelligence is not parallel. Sollier
distinguishes two kinds of mutism in idiots, a motor and a sensory
aphasia, In the first he can not talk, though he understands; in
the second, nothing which is said is understood. Language is very
late in development in idiots. The crowing of the normal infant is
not often observed, but meaningless and monotonous cries take its
place. The laryngeal sounds are earliest and best enunciated,
the lingual and labial latest and least distinotly. Wildermuth classi-
fies the dysarthrias and lalopathies of idiots into two groups:

1. Where the disturbance of speech is the direct expression of
the intellectual density. They lack ideas, and consequently have
not the words for the expression of them. In the lowest degree,
the idiot is a vegetative automaton; in a less profound degree, he
is like a child of two or three years, with imperfections of grammar
and syntax.

2. When the disturbance of speech is a complication of idiocy,
and is mechanical rather than intellectual, Wildermuth has found
rarely stumbling speech in the idiot, and never stammering. These
defeots are sometimes found in imbeciles, who, moreover, talk a great
deal and without definite object; who have onomatomania, and who
are subject to transitory attacks of excessive and maniacal loquacity.

Considerable loquacity is oocasionally observed in cases of
acquired idiooy.
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Next to hearing, the visual tract and the word-seeing and com-
prehending centers form a great receptive avenue for language
and ideas. Reading will be impossible to such idiots .as have
defect of the visual apparatus or these centers, and the degree of
acquisition of this power will depend upon the degree of defeot.
There are idiots who learn merely the letters, others who acquire
monosyllables, and still others who can be taught to read laboriously.
Sometimes such reading is purely automatic without actual compre-
hension. The higher the grade of idiooy, imbecility, or feeble-
mindedness, the greater the development of this faculty, though
few of either class ever attain to perfectly correct reading.

The writing center and its association tracts are the latest portions
of the linguistic cerebral basis to be established in normal cases,
and in the idiot are apt to be the least well.constituted. In addition
to its intellectual side, there is & complicated muscular coordination
required in writing which also renders it more difficult for defeot-
ives of this kind. They may be taught to reproduce letters, but
the characters are meaningless to them. A few write fairly legibly,
though seldom or never well. As Sollier says, their writing is in
reality drawing, and they like to copy printed letters, curved lines,
and so on. There is a certain tendency to write with the left hand
and to write from right to left.

In drawing, such as learn at all copy slowly and uncertainly,
without perspective, and never draw without a copy or model; or
they do the work impatiently, and, if given free rein, indulge in
curious and fantastic scrawls, such as are figured in the works of
Sollier, Bourneville, and others.

INTELLIGENCE.—Since intelligence depends upon the acquisition,
conservation, association, and production of ideas, and these upon
the condition of the sensory organs and centers, and language cen-
ters, it is mainly in intelligence that the idiot deviates from normal
man, The deviation varies much in degree, from almost total
absence to a condition nearly approaching the normal. The idiot
has fewer ideas than the imbecile, and the imbecile fewer than the
feeble-minded. All classes acquire ideas primarily in the same
way as the normal infant, through the senses; but while the normal
child later on acquires ideas chiefly by means of language and imi-
tation, the defective continues to make use, mainly, of the senses
for this purpose, owing to the faulty development of the language
centers, Preyer shows that questions and names are understood
before the normal child can speak (nine months), while idiots, many

i)

"frl. ..(._(. \.:"

L

3

kT

Sanss i e

L
N

2N
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years of age, may have an intelligent idea of the use of things, yet
not know their names when heard, and be unable to speak them.

As regards concrete ideas, such as the different qualities of mat-
ter, it is noticeable that the idiot appreciates colors (particularly
red), recognizes surfaces, avoids obstacles, and notices the dif-
ference between round and square, while distances and space
are not comprehended. As Sollier correctly says, imitation,
which is a source of ideas for infants, does not develop the intel-
ligence of the idiot; for to him it does not furnish an idea,
but creates a mechanism. In the superior grades of idiocy imita-
tion creates an idea which is assimilated by the intelligence;
but as the intelligence can not retain it, the result is the same as
though it had not been assimilated. Still, it is not just to infer
from lack of intellectual expression, that there is complete intel-
lectual inactivity. That ideas may exist in a brain apparently
inactive, is shown by the phenomenon of intellectual manifestation
induced in idiots by severe pain, disease, etc. In other words, the
intellectual receptivity of idiots may be greater than supposed,
until some irritation occurs strong enough to show that the pre-
ceding stimuli have left their effects on the brain centers. Thus
Griesinger reports the case of an idiot who could only speak a few
words until he contracted hydrophobia, when he began to talk of
events which had taken place several years before.

As regards the conservation of ideas we must remember, says
Sollier, that memory is hereditary, organic, or acquired. Hereditary
memory is extremely complex and difficult of explanation, but it
apparently occurs in idiots. Organic memory, or unconscious
memory (viz., of associated movements, such as walking), although
sometimes completely absent in idiots, owing to defective nerve
centers and lack of attention, is nevertheless better developed than
either of the two other varieties. For acquired memory, attention
is still more a sine qua non, and consequently this is the least
developed form of memory in idiots. Memory in an idiot develops
slowly ; at first its existence is shown only by the stimulus of some
violent excitement. This indicates that memory exists in so
far as the conservation of the image is concerned, but not enough
for its reproduction under ordinary circumstances. In a higher
degree of the development of memory, the idiot can recall the
memory picture by seeing again the original object (memory for
food, memory for places). Local memory which does not act by
satisfaction of a natural need, is only found in educable idiots.
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(Remembers his own bed, etc.) This memory is fixed by repeti-
tion of the sensation, and has not an emotional basis. These varie-
ties of memory are simple, and do not necessitate language. Assoon
as language exists, a much wider field opens for the memory.

In simple idiots there is no association of ideas. The primitive
forms of association, such as fear and the hope of reward, awaken
no associated ideas in them, and even in the superior types of idiocy
there is no great development of this form of memory.

It is a curious and inexplicable phenomenon that in certain cases
of idiocy there may exist particular, specialized memories, such as
for musical airs, dates, and numbers, although memory, in its usual
and general sense, may be very deficient. Indeed, as rule, the
memory is feeble in all classes of idiocy, and even in cases where
the memory is fairly well constituted it is ordinarily mechanical,
useless to the possessor, automatie.

Naturally, as abstract ideas result from reason, comparison, and
judgment, such ideas are absent in the lowest order of idiocy. Pro-
found idiots have no idea of differences of persons or things.
Higher idiots may be able to appreciate superficial resemblances
and differences, especially of color and form, but the discernment
is so faulty that incorrect inferences frequently result.

Superior idiots appreciate resemblances more readily than differ-
ences. Simple generalizations may be possible, however, to all
classes. In the lower types such generalizations occur only after
long instruction,and once this power is acquired, they may be fairly
correct, but in many of the higher they are hasty and often
faulty. In educable idiots, even those who can not talk, there is an
appreciation of number, and they may be taught to count. Addi-
tion is more easily learned than subtraction, and multiplication can
only be learned by those with fairly developed memories. Division
can rarely be taught them, and neither idiots nor imbeciles can
understand problems. The superior orders of idiocy can count
automatically, but rarely are able to do so with proper understand-
ing. They can say two and two make four, four and four make
eight; but ask them how many are four and three and they are at
sea. To count beyond ten, the number of the fingers, is rarely
learned. But there are phenomenal instances where the mathemat-
ical faculty is remarkably developed, asin the case of the so-called
¢ calculating boys,” some of whom, it is true, are normal in other
respects, but many of whom are mentally defective, belonging to
the category of idiots or imbeciles.
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22 THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IDIOT. [July,

The ides of time, past and future, has almost no place in the
brain of the idiot.

Ideas in the idiot are too feeble to be fixed ideas, and while the
higher types are sometimes subject to morbid impulses, there is not a
true fixed idea, with consciousness and pain. With them such ideas
should rather be called tenacious ideas.

The association of ideas occurs by resemblance, contrast, and
contiguity. Inthe profound idiots, with few ideas, there may be an
association of them in a very simple way, viz., the sight of food is
associated with the sensation of satisfied hunger, and so awakens the
idea of eating. It is an association of sensations rather than of
ideas. The association of ideas should arouse the ecritical faculty,
The judgment and reason in idiots are very faulty. They are
founded on an association of few ideas, lack precision and firmness,
and find their expressions in ambiguous language. A judgment is
not always the result of reasoning. For reasoning, there must be
some obstacle to an immediate conclusion. Justice, promptitude,
and firmness, which are qualities of judgment depending on the
attention, are lacking in the judgments of idiots. The idiots judge
very falsely on account of lack of attention and of an association
of the simplest ideas. All their sense illusions give rise to false
judgments. Firmness is lacking in their judgments, as they have
so little interest in what they decide upon.

Many imbeciles and feeble-minded, however, maintain their judg-
ments with tenacity. They often have a very high opinion of their
own intellectual faculties. This presumption leads them often to
extreme blunders. If one of their judgments is admitted to be just,
they become very proud of it, and immediately set to work to form
others, which are generally absurd. Doubt which suspends action
is rarely seen in any form of idiocy. The first impression capable
of forming for them a judgment is followed immediately by the act,
like a true reflex. Syllogistic reasoning does not occur either in
idiots or imbeciles. Errors of the senses proceed from the percep-
tive apparatus rather than from the sensory apparatus. Since in
idiots and imbeciles sense perceptions are retained in brain centers
either undeveloped or diseased, and the memory pictures are conse-
quently either confused or false, the associations of these pictures are
consequently faulty. In idiots, as the images are weak, the percep-
tive reasoning is also weak or wanting. In the imbecile, where the
images are more numerous, the association may be falsified by a
badly acting perceptive center. In him the association occurs so
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often by contiguity, and consequently the deduction is very liable
.to be erroneous, as contiguous ideas are not necessarily related;
hence, incongruous observations and unexpected actions.

Sollier emphasizes the difference between idiots and imbeciles,
which may be seen in the delirium sometimes ocourring in these
cases. Exceptional in the idiot, when it occurs it is always in the
impulsive form, unprovoked and without motive. It is a delirium
of acts. In imbeciles there are attacks of maniacal excitement,
with impulsion to kill, to set on fire, or to break.

With respect to the production of ideas, there is little or none
in the inferior types of idiocy, and in the higher grades the imagi-
nation is inchoate, of no utility,and often directed to things that aze
evil.

Wi, PeEmsoNavLiTY, AND RespoNsIBILITY.— The elder Seguin
looked upon defect of will as the basis of idiocy, but the will is
rather a diffuse than a local function of the brain. It has no defi-
nite seat in the encephalon, lesion of which would impair or destroy
it. As Sollier says, will in its simplest form is manifested by actions
accomplished for the satisfaction of natural needs, appetites, and
desires. Accordingly, the individual must bave a consciousness of
those needs. Such a consciousness may be very much blunted in
profound idiots, and consequently the will will be almost entirely
lacking. Such an idiot is a spinal being, and his movements may
be compared to the reflex phenomena seen in decapitated frogs.
In higher idiots, the will is manifested by more complex move-
ments, which are, however, capable of becoming secondarily auto-
matic. Voluntary control of the sphincters occurs only in idiots
who learn to walk, and not until they have learned. Volitions
do not exist in the lowest order of idiots. The most natural desires
and the most primitive instincts are absent. The first to appear is
desire for food, but it may manifest itself simply by a stretching
out of the band or a cry. In idiots in whom the will is more
developed, and also in imbeciles, it finds its expression more easily
in actions than in inhibitions.

Self-respect, very little developed in the idiot, plays a very
important réle in the psychology of the imbecile, and by catering
to it he can often be mude to do things which would otherwise be
impossible to obtain.

Intellectual movements, or acts accomplished under the influence
of judgment or reason, are infrequent in the idiot, and not common
in the higher grades. Many idiots are incapable of choice. When
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the power of choice is present, it is often exercised with difficulty.
He does not quickly understand that of two things he must take
one and leave the other — he wants to take them both. It is the
same way with ideas, Between two desirable objects, the superior
type does not hesitate, but takes without reflection the one he sees.
first, which he may wish to exchange when he sees the second,

In idiots, whose will and motor volitions are so feeble, suggestion
produces little or no results. It is the contrary in many imbeciles,
except in those whose voluntary impulsiveness is too great. Ordi-
narily the higher grades are very susceptible to suggestion, as is
seen by the facility with which mischief is done by a band of
imbeciles which has been led on by one of their number. If
suggestion is possible in imbeciles, it shows that the ideas which they
already possess are very unstable, and are easily replaced by new
ones. It hasagreat analogy with the suggestibility of the hysterical.

CoNSCIOUSNESS AND PERSONALITY. — As consciousness is but a
phenomenon added to psychic processes, and not producing them,
and as the personality is the coirdination of psychic acts, it is
necessary to form by deduction our conclusions as to these two
attributes in the class of people we are studying. In absolute
idiots it is not probable that any act is accompanied with conscious-
ness. In higher idiots, in whom life is but little more than a suc-
cession of disconnected moments, it is not possible to say whether
they have consciousness or not; but the personality, if present,
must be very rudimentary, since an essential of its existence is a
proper appreciation of the continuity of events.

For an individual to have consciousness of a psychic act, it is
necessary that the exciting stimulus have a certain duration and
intensity. Such factors in the stimuli are generally wanting in
idiots; and so it is probable that most of their psychic phenomena
occur without consciousness; and if there is consciousness,it must
be very feeble. The distinction between the ego and the non-ego
is not made by absolute idiots, and is but feebly present in the
higher idiots.

In many imbeciles consciousness may be wanting or feeble, but
in some it is clearly present, together with a perfect idea of their
personality. Further, sometimes in delirium they have ideas of
grandeur, showing an exaggerated conception of personality.

REespoNsiBiLiTY.— All lower types of idiots are unable to man-
age their own affairs or to enjoy their civil or political rights, but
those of a higher degree, who are at liberty, may have these rights.
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PsycEOLOGICAL EvoLUTION.—In every degree of idiocy there
comes a time, as Sollier well says, when the education stops and
further mental progress ceases, and when the only hope is to retain
the results which have been gained. This acme of development
varies for the different psychic functions, so that one faculty
may still improve, while another has already reached its cessation
point. The senses continue to develop for the longest time, then
the sentiments, and the intelligence the shortest. This is true of
all classes, though the periods are longer in the higher grades,
where all of the faculties are more equally and proportionally
developed. Thus, in inferior types intellectual progress may cease
at the age of six or seven, and the sentiments and senses continue
their development to eighteen or twenty, while in superior grades
the improvement of senses, sentiments, and intellect may cease
about the same time, viz., at puberty.

Sometimes the faculties remain stationary; at others, they retro-
grade when the limit of development is reached. Retrogression
follows the same law as dementia, namely, progressive enfeeble-
ment of will, intelligence, sentiments, and sensations, in the order
named. When retrogression begins in the simpler forms it is very
rapid, but in the higher types goes more slowly and more irregu-
larly. Purely intellectual gifts which 'they have acquired (reading
and writing) disappear very rapidly. In the intellectual downfall
of the superior types, one sees from time to time flashes of intelli-
gence, like reflections from their weakening minds, but such are
not observed in the lower forms.
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